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p Question 32

Do you agree that development that complies with local residential standards in this zone should be
sxempl from notlce and review at VCAT?

Commuents:

[ Strongly agres The concept of exempting development from notice and review when it
complbes with the residential standards, including the more detailed

¥ Apree standards possible within schedules, is parfially supported by Counci,
Support is given for exemption from nobice and review for development

[ Disagree which fully complies with ResCode, has no defrimental amenity impacts

and does nof propose a change to the streatscape. K a proposed
davelopment complies with a clear set of assesament oritera L seams
reasonable that VCAT would also affer support for such a proposal. Any
subseguent VCAT hearing would offer unrealistic expectations fo objectors
and be an inappropriate use of resources,

[ Strongly disagresa

A number of other Bswes also need to be addressed:

= Compliance for some provisions, such as neighbourhood
character, is subjactiva The provisions would need (o ensune
clarity around how these elemants are to be essessed and how
they will be supporied through [he review process,

* An exemplion from notice and review rights will not eliminate
ohjections from residents and occuplers. Council is concamed that
as a result of the changes, pressure will be placed upon local
government o devise alternative forms of community consultation
and processes to address community concerns, This may place
tar greater pressure on Councillors to determine applcations and
planning staff to refuse proposals, simply to get developments
befora VCAT for review. The resulting planning process could be
Just a5 consuming as the current formal review processes and
result in even less certainty for residents and developers.

The right of objection creates an avenue for residents to present their

views on the planning of their community and offers a localised

perspective on planning issues. If this process is no longer possible
giternative methods, such as planning forums, will need to be
considared.

’ Question 33

What else do you think should be considered to ensure that the purpose of this zone is achleved?

Comments.

Careful consideration will need to be given 1o implementation of this zone. The ability to specify
specific characteristic in the multiple schedules of the zone would ensure the purpose of the zone is
achsaved,

An obvious choice of potential areas for the LCZ is heritage precinets. The zona offers the opportunity
o address the development issues that arise along the boundaries of the heritage precincts. For
example § a hertage precincl dissocts a sireet developmant pressure can increase on the boundaries,
If Council's strategic justification warrants it the zone has the potential to address the boundary issues
as {he developmant potential of the adjoining/abutting areas can also warrant the LCZ thus minimising
Ihe impact of development abulting heritage precincts.
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P Question 34

Are there any other commaents you would like to make?

Commenis;
Strategic basis to the zones

Council supparts the concept of the three residential zanes that will clearty identify the development potential
of different areas. Council is concerned that the review of residential zones has bean undertaken in isolation
and has not considerad how the proposed zones will work with the current full suite of zones that permit
regidential development fo schieve strategic policy Inlentions.

There appears to be an overlap batween the substantial change zone and olher zones. Many areas within
are experiencing substantial change but most of those areas are not zoned residential. In

assessing the potential application of the 3 zones in || Counci saw imited potential for the

application of the SCZ within the residentially zoned areas, |n non-residentially zoned areas Council is not

convinced thal the proposed zone is a better mechanism than the alternative zones being used al the
moment.

Council considers that there must be, in the first place, a clear strategic policy basis such as a residential
and housing framework in the M35, Council is concamed that examples used in the consultation
presantations simplistically applied the 3CZ to areas within walking distance surrounding activity centres
Councll does not support this approach, or impled expectation, as it doesn't adequately consider the local
circumstances and policy directions affecting these centres. The applicalion of the zone may also apply to
strategic redevelopmant sites, but the infroduction of the zone to these areas requires further consideration.

Resource implications

The implementztion of the new zones will have significant resource implications. An assessment of the
impiamentation of 1he new zones against the inter-government agreement assessing the costs of new
legislation should be undertaken. [t is acknowledged that strategic work undertaken by Council to date wil
inform the implementation of the new zones. Council s supportive of the opportunity to utilise the new zones
1o implemant the findings of studies such as the neighbourhood character study. However, significant
resources will be required to undertake an assessment of all residentially zoned areas o ensure the correct
one is applied, and lo prepare the detalled multiple schedules required o ensure the benefits of the new
Zones are realised.

This issue is imporant o the implamentation of the new zones. Council considers that ways of fast tracking
the implernentation will be neaded. Council would expect that there must be a clear implementation stralegy
developad that is supportive of the introduction of the zones, is not overly anarous on local government,
provides clear guidance and certainty and provides financial support.

Councll = concemed that the cost of implementing this iniliathve is nol fully orne by local government,
Councis are already faced with considerable costs conducting research and implementing and respanding
to Melboume 2030 initlatives, even when financial support has been received from government,

Use of zone schadules

The abdity to apply multiple schedules to the three zones is strongly supported by Coundl as it responds to
the on-going community concerns about protecting neighbourhood character. The effectiveness of the
schedules will be dependent upon the level of detad able o be ncluded in the schadules whilst ensuring they
are kept fairly simpla and able to be understood by the general community. Council wants o make sure that
the implementation of the schedules ks facllitated and ks concernad about the aextent of jusiification and
process rejuirad 1o introduce a schedule, Experience with the nedghbourhood characier overtay was
disappointing and Council would like 1o ensure that there is greater acceptanca and support for the intent of
these changes from he oultsat,

Fast tracking

All three zones are proposed o include a fast track approval process for straight forward developments, A
number of concems regarding the fast lrack process indude;

» Fasl Iracking shauld not be linked to the certification process;
# Pre-application meetings with planners should be mandatary;
= The possibility of fast iracking is oftan depandent on the quality of the information lodged in support of
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the application (for example it is estimated that approximately 65% of all applications require further
infarmation); and
+ The resource implications of fast fracking need to be assessed.

Regional Housing Working Groups

The State Government required regional housing statements and the formation of regional housing groups.
However, on completion of the regional housing statements the groups have nof been supporied or
reconvened. The groups have the benefit of undersianding the strategic pelicy direclions and the suitability
of the zones. Council suggests an appropriate farem for seeking input, and possible testing of the new
residential zones, is the Regional Housing Groups. A regional approach to discussing potential residential
developrment provisions would continue the work the housing groups have already undariakan.

Timeaframe

The timeframa outfined for the new residential zone process is considered ambitious and does not allow for
adequate consideration and case studies o be undertaken. An extended timeframe would provide an
opportunily to reconvene regional housing groups. The strategic basis for the introduction of the new Fones
reguires further explaration which is not possible in the timeframe envisioned.,

Consultation and information

Further DPCD led consultation on the new zones is encouraged. Concemn has been raised within the
community regarding the lack of consultation on the process to date. It is acknowledged that it is early in the
procass. However, Council ks keen to ensure future milestones in the process allow consultation to be
underiaken, and that the DPCD as the instigator of the process plays a significant role in that consultation.
Included in this is impraved information materials and avallability of that information to the community.





